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Characteristics of 
Effective Vocabulary Instruction

 Does not rely on definitions.  

 Represents knowledge of words in linguistic and 

nonlinguistic ways. 

 Involves the gradual shaping of word meanings through 

multiple exposures.

 Teaches word parts to enhance understanding

of terms.

 Discusses terms.

 Plays with words. (Marzano, 2004)
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“Word Confidence”
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Part 1—Introduce Words
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Introducing the Words
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Kindergarten Journal Examples
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Grade 1 Journal Examples
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Part 2 – Synonyms & Antonyms
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You’ve got your word. 
Now what?

• Go back to seats based on word.

• Line kids up according to their word.

• School-wide awareness of words.  Other 
teachers will stop and ask students about 
their word.

• Engage in active word learning!
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Part 3 – Practice
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Example of Practice Activities

• Show Me/Charades

• Vocabulary Rings

• Vocabulary Games

• Word Colors

• Word Illustrations
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Word Colors

1.   Choose a multisyllabic word.

2.   Write the word on one side of the card.

3.  Color the word side of the card a color to 

represent the word.

4.  On the other side of the card, write a 

sentence telling why that color represents 

the word.
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Part 4 – Celebrate!
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• Block Party

• Dance Party

• Game Party (Charades, Jeopardy, etc.)

• Limbo Party

• Toasting Party

• Holiday Party

• American Idol Party

Vocabulary Parties  
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Thank you!
bjoverturf@gmail.com

www.bjoverturf.com


